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die Geisteswissenschaften?” (2010), 
as well as in the colloquium sessions, 
which were often attended by fellows 
of both schools. 

Each year the School of History fel-
lowships have been allocated exclu-
sively on the basis of an external eval-
uation procedure commissioned by 
an advisory board. In the five years 
of its existence, the School of His-
tory has seen a total of 99 academ-
ics undertake a fellowship ranging 
from 1-12 months to complete, or 
nearly complete, a specific research 
project. The average percentage of 
female fellows for the overall period 
stood at 30%, showing, however, a 
significant increase in the most re-
cent group of fellows. Junior Fellows 
comprised roughly one-third of this 
most recent group of fellows. At 20-
25 fellows, the size of the school and 
the annual rotation of fellow groups 
have proven quite successful. Against 
the backdrop of a continuously in-
creasing number of applications, 
roughly 14% of applicants have been 
awarded fellowships. The numerous 
requests for Junior and Senior Fel-
lows from the School of History to 
fill both internal and foreign profes-
sorships, as well as tenured academic 
positions, reflects the extremely 
competitive fellow selection process, 
which guarantees that only the high-
est calibre of academics are invited to 
complete a research stay in Freiburg. 
Academics from the University of 
Freiburg (Internal Fellows) comprise 
more than one-fifth of the fellows 
who were invited to the School of 
History. The School of History has 
shown to be a particularly deal loca-
tion for Freiburg’s Junior Fellows to 
work on or complete a postdoctoral 

research project. Together with both 
of the Directors of the School of His-
tory, who were appointed at FRIAS 
for a period of six years, the Internal 
Fellows maintained a close collabo-
ration with the Humanities Faculty, 
which established the School of His-
tory as a particularly strategic link 
between general university life and 
the school itself. In addition, exter-
nal fellows have contributed signifi-
cantly to the School of History’s role 
as an international research college 
further promoting the development 
of the historical humanities at the 
University of Freiburg. To a large 
extent, this was achieved through 
the integration of teaching, the su-
pervision of doctoral candidates and 
postdoctoral researchers, and by pro-
viding expert opinions.

Research results from the School of 
History have been published in near-
ly 400 publications, including 21 
monographs and 74 original contri-
butions in specialist magazines with 
a peer review process. Established in 
2008, the book series (White Series; 
Red Series) currently comprise a to-
tal of eight volumes, with two fur-
ther volumes in preparation. Last but 
not least, the periodicals in the Jour-
nal of Modern European History, 
which was established at the School 
of History in 2008, have helped to 
internationalise the research process 
for 18th to 20th century comparative 
European history.

In 2008, the School of History was 
founded within FRIAS to serve as an 
international research college focus-
sing on comparative European his-
tory from the 18th to the 20th century. 
With this thematic focus in mind, 
the School of History has increas-
ingly opened its doors over the past 
few years to history’s neighbouring 
disciplines (sociology, political sci-
ence, theology, art history, legal his-
tory, and archaeology), expanding 
not only the boundaries of FRIAS’s 
methodology, but also expertise over 
several eras. Establishing a thematic 
focus for research that extended 
beyond the discipline’s boundaries 
was vital in promoting intellectually 
stimulating discussions amongst the 
fellows during their time in Freiburg.

This led to the emergence of themat-
ic core topics in the School of Histo-
ry’s research focus, including Eastern 
European history, the comparative 
history of European empires, the 
discussion on convergence and di-
vergence in 20th century European 
history, as well as the international 
history of human rights. These top-
ics impacted several conferences and 
book publications, receiving great 

international attention, which the 
effects of could be felt long after a 
fellowship had ended. Numerous 
fellowships and other events allowed 
non-European history and early 
modern history to become firmly 
established well beyond the scope of 
the school’s research focus. In addi-
tion, critical debate about both the 
potential and limits of comparison, 
transfer, and integration stimulated 
further discussion, both the confer-
ence “Global Dialogues on Global 
History” (2010) and the “Breaking 
up Time” (2011) conference being 
good examples of this. The format of 
one-day, thematically focussed work-
shops and roundtable discussions 
proved to be a particularly produc-
tive method of integrating methodi-
cal perspectives of neighbouring 
disciplines, especially clear at “The 
Writing of World History and Mac-
ro-Sociology” (2012) and “Think-
ing Violence” (2012) conferences. 
Cooperation with the neighbouring 
School of Language & Literature 
allowed the schools to transcend 
disciplines, and discover a platform 
in this small event format, for ex-
ample the roundtable discussion 
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MONDAY, MAY 24, 2010 

18:00 Welcome 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2010

9:30–10:00 Introduction 

SVEN BECKERT (Harvard University)

DOMINIC SACHSENMAIER 
(Duke University)

10:00 –12:00  Global History – 
Evolving Contours of a Field

Chair: JULIA OBERTREIS 
(Albert-Ludwigs-University Freiburg)

KENNETH POMERANZ 
(University of California, Irvine)
Global Economic History –  Changing 
Concepts and Approaches 

GARETH AUSTIN
(London School of Economics)
New European Institutional Trends in 
the Study of Global History

PING-CHEN HSIUNG 
(Chinese University of Hong Kong)
An Emerging New World Order? 
A Macro-Analysis of the Changing 
Pictures of East Asian Academia

Comment: DOMINIC SACHSENMAIER
(Duke University)

12:00–13:30 Lunch in the FRIAS-Lounge

13:30–15:30  Global History vis-à-vis 
Agendas of the Nation

Chair: HARALD FISCHER-TINÉ
(ETH Zurich)

JIE-HYUN LIM 
(Hanyang University/South Korea) 
Transnational or International Dialogues? 
Transnational History and National 
Counteractions in East Asia

MU-CHOU POO
(Chinese University of Hong Kong)
Some Non-Western World Regions in 
Japanese and Taiwanese World History 
Textbooks – Historical and Contemporary 
Perspectives

MARNIE HUGHES-WARRINGTON
(Macquarie University, Australia)
Who Can Represent the Australian and 
the Global Past? Competing Visions

Comment: SEBASTIAN CONRAD
(European University Florence) 

15:30–16:00 Coffee Break

16:00 –18:00  Global History – Decenter-
ing Conceptions of Space and Agency?

Chair: KLAUS MÜHLHAHN 
(University of Indiana 
& Free University Berlin)

SELÇUK ESENBEL
(Boǧaziçi University/Turkey) 
Global History and Competing Contexts 
of the Nation in Turkey

MARCEL VAN DER LINDEN
(International Institute of Social History, 
Amsterdam)
Efforts to Decenter Global Labor History 

ADAPA SATYANARAYANA
(Osmania University/India)  
Global Historical Approaches in India 
and the Question of a South Asian 
Perspective 

Comment: SVEN BECKERT 
(Harvard University)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2010

9:30–12:00  Global History and 
the Quest for “Voice” in Global Hierarchies 
of Knowledge

Chair: YOU JAE LEE
(University of Tübingen)

DAVID SIMO
(University of Yaoundé, Cameroon)
Global History – an African Voice?

IBRAHIMA THIOUB
(Université Cheikh Anta Diop/Senegal)
The History of Slavery. Global History and 
Trans-Atlantic Debates over Public Memory

QINGJIA EDWARD WANG
(Rowan University & Peking University)
The Quest for Alternative Global 
Narratives in China and Taiwan

SHIGERU AKITA (Osaka University/Japan)
Japanese Efforts to Overcome Eurocentric 
Structures and Paradigms in the Study of 
Global History 

Comment: ANDREAS ECKERT 
(Humboldt University, Berlin) 

12:00–12:15 Coffee Break 

12:15–13:00  Final Discussion

Chairs: 
DOMINIC SACHSENMAIER
(Duke University / Humboldt
University) 

SVEN BECKERT
(Harvard University)

13:00 Lunch in the FRIAS-Lounge

24 – 26 MAY 2010

Location:
Freiburg Institute for 
Advanced Studies (FRIAS)
D-79104 Freiburg
Albertstrasse 19 
www.frias.uni-freiburg.de

Concept / Organization:
Sven Beckert
Dominic Sachsenmaier

Registration:
history@frias.uni-freiburg.de


