
A DISCUSSION
MEETING

CHALLENGES IN AND POTENTIAL 
OF POLYMER PHYSICS
MAY 4 – 6, 2011

The aim of this workshop is to discuss cur-
rent challenges in polymer physics and the 
potential of polymer physics to advance 
the understanding of related soft matter 
systems. Because polymers are long-chain 
molecules, they can have unique (long-
range) responses to external stimuli or 
cover environments of different physical 
properties. We propose to focus on the 
impact of chain length on the observed 
phenomena as the golden thread for the 
discussions grouping around five thematic 
areas.

SPEAkERS 

kari Dalnoki-Veress 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada

James Forrest 
University of Waterloo, Canada

Erwin Frey 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, Munich, 
Germany

Jean-François Gérard 
Michelin Co, Clermont-Ferrand, France

kurt kremer
Max-Planck-Institut für Polymerforschung, 
Mainz, Germany

Igor kulić  
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In honor of the 70th birthday of Prof. Gert 
Strobl, we organize this discussion meeting 
on future directions in polymer physics within 
the framework of the International Research 
Training Group (IRTG) „Soft Matter Science: 
Concepts for the Design of Functional Mate-
rials“ and the School of Soft Matter Research 
of the Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies 
(FRIAS). 
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Further information and registration:
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