
W
o

rk
sh

o
p

: P
h

o
n

o
lo

g
ical T

y
p

o
lo

g
y

 o
f S

y
llab

le an
d

 W
o

rd
 L

an
g

u
ag

es
F

reib
u

rg
, M

arch
 2010

S
y

lla
b

le
 stru

ctu
re

 a
n

d
 p

a
tte

rn
s o

f p
h

o
n

o
ta

ctic re
stru

ctu
rin

g
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a
rib

b
e

a
n
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o
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s 
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- U
n

iv
ersität S

ieg
en

 - 

1.I
N

T
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N

(3)
T

R
A

D
IT

IO
N

A
L C

L
A

IM
:

C
reo

les
fav

o
u

r
an

u
n

m
ark

ed
C

V
C

V
sy

llab
le

stru
ctu

re
(cf.

e.g
.

R
o

m
ain

e
1988).

S
u

p
erstrate

w
o

rd
s

w
h

ich
d

o
n

o
t

m
eet

th
is

req
u

irem
en

t
o

ften
u

n
d

erg
o

p
h

o
n

o
tactic

restru
ctu

rin
g

su
ch

as

fin
al v

o
w

el ep
en

th
esis o

r d
eletio

n
 o

f co
n

so
n

an
ts.

(4)
E

P
E

N
T

H
E

S
IS IN

 C
R

E
O

L
E

S (d
ata tak

en
 fro

m
 H

o
lm

 1988: 108ff)

a.
g

alU
fu

<
P

t. g
arfo

S
ão

 T
o

m
é C

P

b
.

k
In

i
<

D
t. k

n
ie

N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s C
D

t

c.
cA

rab
e

<
F

r. crab
e

M
au

ritian
 C

F

d
.

m
itI

<
E

. m
eet

V
ern

. L
ib

erian
 E

.

e.
d

io
sO

<
S

p
. d

io
s

P
alen

q
u

ero
 C

S
p

f.
tak

I
<

E
. talk

S
ran

an
 C

E

(5)
D

E
L

E
T

IO
N

 IN
 C

R
E

O
L

E
S

a.
to

m
p

<
D

t. S
to

m
p

N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s C
D

t

b
.

k
u

p
a

<
P

. O
cu

p
a

R
P

rin
cip

e C
P

c.
ris

<
F

r. risQ
U

E
H

aitian
 C

F

d
.

tan
<

D
t. tan

D
N

eg
erh

o
llan

d
s C

D
t

e.
m

erican
<

E
. A

m
erican

B
ah

am
ian

 C
E

f.
tan

<
E

. S
tan

D
S

ran
an

 C
E
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 C
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(6)
M

O
R

E R
E

C
E

N
T F

IN
D

IN
G

S:

M
o

st
creo

le
lan

g
u

ag
es

allo
w

n
o

t
o

n
ly

C
V

sy
llab

les,
b

u
t

also
m

o
re

co
m

p
lex

stru
ctu

res
(K

lein

(fo
rth

co
m

in
g

),
P

lag
/S

ch
ram

m
2006).

H
o

w
ev

er,
creo

les
u

su
ally

ten
d

to
h

av
e

sim
p

ler
sy

llab
le

stru
ctu

re th
an

 th
eir lex

ifier lan
g

u
ag

es.

(7)
B

A
S

IC P
R

O
B

L
E

M
S:

-
em

p
irical:

N
eed

fo
r

d
etailed

stu
d

ies
o

f
p

h
o

n
o

tactic
co

n
strain

ts
an

d
restru

ctu
rin

g
p

ro
cesses

in
 in

d
iv

id
u

al creo
le lan

g
u

ag
es.

-
th

eo
retical:

E
m

erg
en

ce
o

f
p

attern
s?

R
o

le
o

f
su

p
erstrate,

su
b

strate,
u

n
iv

ersals,
n

atu
re

o
f

co
n

tact?

(8)
L

arg
er co

n
tex

t: cro
ss-lin

g
u

istic stu
d

y
 o

f early
 creo

le d
o

cu
m

en
ts

su
p

erstrate
su

b
strate

  ?

    k
in

d
 o

f co
n

tact

(9)
T

h
is stu

d
y

: In
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f tw
o

 E
n

g
lish

- an
d

 tw
o

 D
u

tch
-b

ased
 C

arib
b

ean
 creo

les

- E
arly

 S
aram

accan
 (E

S
A

, d
ata fro

m
 S

ch
u

m
an

n
 1778)

- E
arly

 S
t K

itts (E
S

K
, late 18

th &
 early

 19
th cen

t., d
ata fro

m
 B

ak
er et al. 1999)

- B
erb

ice D
u

tch
 (B

D
, d

ata fro
m

 K
o

u
w

en
b

erg
 1994)

- N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s (N
H

, d
ata fro

m
 S

ab
in

o
 1990)
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(10)
P

R
O

P
O

S
A

L
S:

- 
P

h
o

n
o

tactic
restru

ctu
rin

g
tak

es
p

lace,
b

ecau
se

th
e

co
n

strain
ts

o
n

sy
llab

le
stru

ctu
re

are

tig
h

ter
in

th
e

su
b

strates
th

an
in

th
e

lex
ifier

lan
g

u
ag

es
(tran

sfer
o

f
p

h
o

n
o

tactic
co

n
strain

ts

fro
m

 th
e su

b
strate lan

g
u

ag
es an

d
 effects o

f n
o

n
-n

ativ
e p

ercep
tio

n
).

- 
T

h
e

stru
ctu

res
w

e
fin

d
in

a
creo

le
are

th
e

resu
lt

o
f

a
co

m
p

ro
m

ise
b

etw
een

th
e

su
p

erstrate

an
d

 th
e su

b
strate g

ram
m

ars.

- 
T

h
e o

u
tco

m
e can

n
o

t b
e p

red
icted

 fro
m

 th
e g

ram
m

ar o
f th

e in
v

o
lv

ed
 lan

g
u

ag
es alo

n
e. 

- 
T

h
e

n
atu

re
o

f
th

e
co

n
tact

p
lay

s
an

im
p

o
rtan

t
ro

le
in

th
e

sh
ap

in
g

o
f

creo
le

sy
llab

les.

C
o

n
tin

u
in

g
su

p
erstrate

p
resen

ce
o

r
m

o
re

in
ten

siv
e

co
n

tact
is

lik
ely

to
resu

lt
in

a
g

reater

assim
ilatio

n
 to

 su
p

erstrate stru
ctu

res. 

2.M
E

T
H

O
D

O
L

O
G

Y

(11)
S

y
stem

atic co
m

p
ariso

n
 o

f creo
le w

o
rd

s an
d

 th
eir resp

ectiv
e ety

m
a.

- C
o

d
in

g
 o

f th
e d

ata fo
r stru

ctu
ral p

ro
p

erties &
 restru

ctu
rin

g
 p

ro
cesses:

V
ariab

le
A

ssig
n

ed
 v

alu
es

- restru
ctu

rin
g

 p
ro

cesses
e.g

. v
ow

el ep
en

th
esis, con

son
an

t d
eletion

, m
etath

esis, n
on

e

- m
an

n
er o

f seg
m

en
ts

e.g
. stop

, fricativ
e, n

asal, ...

- p
lace o

f seg
m

en
ts

labial, coron
al, d

orsal

- v
o

icin
g

 o
f seg

m
en

ts
v

oiced
, v

oiceless

- so
n

o
rity

 d
istan

ce in
 clu

sters
e.g

. n
asal-p

lo
siv

e: -2, p
lo

siv
e-liq

u
id

: +3

(12)
S

tatsitical an
aly

sis

- C
an

 th
e restru

ctu
rin

g
 p

ro
cess b

e p
red

icted
 b

y
 th

e stru
ctu

ral p
ro

p
erties o

f th
e ety

m
a?

- C
H

A
ID

 classificatio
n

 an
aly

sis u
sin

g
 th

e S
P

S
S

 A
n

sw
erT

ree
© so

ftw
are p

ack
ag

e

-
C

H
A

ID
=

C
H

I-sq
u

ared
A

u
to

m
atic

In
teractio

n
D

etectio
n

:
alg

o
rith

m
th

at
calcu

lates
th

e
b

est

p
red

icto
r

v
ariab

le
o

n
th

e
b

asis
o

f
a

ch
i-sq

u
are

test
p

erfo
rm

ed
o

n
all

in
d

ep
en

d
en

t
v

ariab
les.

T
h

is p
ro

ced
u

re is rep
eated

 recu
rsiv

ely
 o

v
er su

b
sets, resu

ltin
g

 in
 a tree-lik

e stru
ctu

re.
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3.S
U

B
S

T
R

A
T

E S
Y

L
L

A
B

L
E S

T
R

U
C

T
U

R
E

(13)
M

ain
 su

b
strate lan

g
u

ag
es

1

- E
S

A
: G

b
e, T

w
i, K

ik
o

n
g

o

- E
S

K
: G

b
e, A

k
an

 lan
g

u
ag

es (T
w

i/F
an

te), so
m

e m
in

o
r in

flu
en

ce fro
m

 Y
o

ru
b

a

- N
H

: A
k

an
 lan

g
u

ag
es (T

w
i/F

an
te), G

b
e (E

w
e, F

o
n

), G
ã

- B
D

: E
astern

 Ijo

(14)
S

o
u

rces fo
r su

b
strate lan

g
u

ag
es:

- G
b

e: S
ch

leg
el 1856, W

esterm
an

n
 [1934] 1961

- T
w

i/F
an

te: C
h

ristaller 1875; R
iis 1853

- K
ik

o
n

g
o

: S
eid

el/S
tru

y
f 1910

- G
ã: E

llis [1894] 1974

- Ijo
: W

illiam
so

n
 1965

(15)
P

h
o

n
o

tactic co
n

strain
ts in

 th
e su

b
strates:

-
G

b
e

an
d

K
ik

o
n

g
o

h
av

e
o

n
ly

o
p

en
sy

llab
les.

E
astern

Ijo
h

as
n

asalisatio
n

,
b

u
t

n
o

n
asal

co
n

so
n

an
ts w

o
rd

-fin
ally

. W
o

rd
-fin

al n
asals are p

o
ssib

le in
 T

w
i an

d
 G

ã.

-
O

n
set

clu
sters

are
allo

w
ed

o
n

ly
if

so
n

o
rity

in
creases

to
w

ard
s

th
e

sy
llab

le
p

eak
. 2

[o
b

s]-[so
n

]

clu
sters

are
p

o
ssib

le
o

n
sets

in
G

b
e,

T
w

i,
G

ã
an

d
E

astern
Ijo

.
K

ik
o

n
g

o
p

erm
its

o
n

ly
co

m
p

lex

o
n

sets o
f th

e ty
p

e [o
b

s]-[g
lid

e].

-
W

o
rd

-in
tern

al
seq

u
en

ces
o

f
a

n
asal

fo
llo

w
ed

b
y

a
h

o
m

o
rg

an
ic

sto
p

(N
C

)
o

ccu
r

in
all

su
b

strate lan
g

u
ag

es. 3 

- O
b

stru
en

t clu
sters are n

o
t allo

w
ed

 in
 an

y
 o

f th
e su

b
strate lan

g
u

ag
es, reg

ard
less o

f p
o

sitio
n

.

1
F

o
r

E
S

A
,

cf.
R

o
tter

2
0

0
2

an
d

fo
r

E
S

K
,

C
o

o
p

er
1

9
9

9
.

F
o

r
in

fo
rm

atio
n

o
n

th
e

m
ain

su
b

strates
fo

r
B

erb
ice

D
u

tch
cf.

K
o

u
w

en
b

erg
 1

9
9

4
 an

d
 fo

r N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s S
ab

in
o

 1
9

9
0

 as w
ell as S

to
lz/S

tein
 1

9
8

6
.

2 F
o

r th
e ro

le o
f so

n
o

rity
 in

 sy
llab

ificatio
n

 cf. e.g
. C

lem
en

ts 1
9

9
0

.
3

N
o

te,
h

o
w

ev
er,

th
at

it
is

n
o

t
alw

ay
s

clear
h

o
w

in
tern

al
N

C
seq

u
en

ces
are

in
terp

reted
in

th
e

su
b

strate
lan

g
u

ag
es.

T
h

ey

m
ig

h
t

b
e

id
en

tified
as

co
-articu

lated
sin

g
le-seg

m
en

t
o

n
sets

in
so

m
e

o
f

th
e

A
frican

lan
g

u
ag

es.
N

o
t

all
su

b
strate

so
u

rces

m
ak

e an
 ex

p
licit statem

en
t reg

ard
in

g
 th

is issu
e.
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4.C
R

E
O

L
E V

S. S
U

P
E

R
S

T
R

A
T

E A
N

D
 S

U
B

S
T

R
A

T
E

(16)
E

arly
 S

aram
accan

 (E
S

A
)

G
b

e
K

ik
o

n
g

o
T

w
i

S
aram

accan

co
m

p
lex o

n
sets:

exam
p

les:

[o
b

s] [so
n

]
y

es
[o

b
s][g

lid
e]

y
es

y
es

d
rin

g
i   ‘d

rin
k

’

/sP
/

n
o

n
o

n
o

d
eletio

n
 o

f /s/
stron

g
 >

 tran
g

a

V
-ep

en
th

esis
skin

 >
 sikien

in
tern

al clu
sters:

N
.C

y
es

y
es

y
es

y
es

kon
d

re   ‘co
u

n
try

’

L
.C

4
n

o
n

o
n

o
m

etath
esis

faltar >
 flatta   'm

iss'

C
1 .C

2
n

o
n

o
n

o
d

eletio
n

 o
f C

1  o
r C

2
  

sister >
 sissa

V
-ep

en
th

esis
casca >

 kassika  'p
eel'

w
o

rd
-fin

al

co
n

so
n

an
ts:

n
asal

n
o

n
o

y
es

y
es, if [m

, n
]

beg
in

  ‘b
eg

in
’

d
eletio

n
 if sy

llab
le u

n
stressed

h
an

d
som

e >
 h

an
so

V
-p

arag
o

g
e if [N]

flin
g

 >
 frin

g
i

n
o

n
-n

asal
n

o
n

o
n

o
V

-p
arag

o
g

e
afraid

 >
 fred

d
e

V
-p

arag
o

g
e ~ m

etath
esis if L

tafel >
 tafla   'tab

le'

N
C

#
n

o
n

o
n

o
V

-p
arag

o
g

e
ben

d
 >

 ben
d

i

C
1 C

2 #
n

o
n

o
n

o
d

eletio
n

 o
f C

2  an
d

 V
-p

arag
o

g
e

first >
 fossi

(17)
G

en
eralisatio

n
 fo

r S
aram

accan
:

-
A

p
art

fro
m

u
n

m
ark

ed
C

V
sy

llab
les,

E
S

A
,

lik
e

its
su

b
strate

lan
g

u
ag

es,
allo

w
s

co
m

p
lex

o
n

sets

o
f

th
e

ty
p

e
[o

b
s][so

n
]

as
w

ell
as

w
o

rd
-in

tern
al

seq
u

en
ces

o
f

a
n

asal
fo

llo
w

ed
b

y
a

h
o

m
o

rg
an

ic

sto
p

 o
r fricativ

e (N
C

).

-
A

d
d

itio
n

ally
,

th
e

creo
le

d
isp

lay
s

(certain
)

n
asal

co
n

so
n

an
ts

also
in

w
o

rd
-fin

al
p

o
sitio

n
,

a

stru
ctu

re w
h

ich
 is p

o
ssib

le in
 o

n
ly

 o
n

e o
f th

e su
b

strate lan
g

u
ag

es.

-
A

ll
o

th
er

co
m

p
lex

stru
ctu

res
are

rep
aired

,
u

su
ally

b
y

eith
er

co
n

so
n

an
t

d
eletio

n
o

r
v

o
w

el

ep
en

th
esis

(fin
al

o
r

n
o

n
-fin

al),
o

r,
in

th
e

case
o

f
fin

al
co

n
so

n
an

t
clu

sters,
b

o
th

.
C

o
d

a
/l/

an
d

/r/

altern
ativ

ely
 u

n
d

erg
o

 m
etath

esis w
ith

 th
e p

reced
in

g
 v

o
w

el.

- T
h

u
s, E

S
A

 sy
llab

les co
rresp

o
n

d
 to

 th
e tem

p
late (C

)(C
)V

(N
).

4
T

h
e

n
o

tatio
n

'L
'
is

u
sed

h
ere

to
refer

to
b

o
th

/l/
an

d
/r/,

w
h
ich

b
eh

av
e

alik
e

in
m

an
y

co
n
tex

ts.
N

o
te

th
at

th
is

d
o

es
n
o

t
en

tail
an

y

im
p

licatio
n
s as to

 w
h
ich

 n
atu

ral class o
f so

u
n
d

s /r/ sh
o

u
ld

 b
e assig

n
ed

 to
 in

 th
e in

d
iv

id
u
al lex

ifier lan
g
u
ag

es.
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(18)
E

arly
 S

t. K
itts (E

S
K

)

T
w

i/F
an

te
G

b
e

E
S

K

co
m

p
lex o

n
sets:

exam
p

les:

[o
b

s] [so
n

]
y

es
y

es
y

es
sleep   ‘sleep

’

/sP
/

n
o

n
o

d
eletio

n
 o

f /s/
skin

 >
 kin

in
tern

al clu
sters:

N
.C

y
es

y
es

y
es

su
n

tin
g   ‘so

m
eth

in
g

’

C
1 .C

2
n

o
n

o
d

eletio
n

 o
f C

1  o
r C

2
n

asty
 >

 n
asy

w
o

rd
-fin

al

co
n

so
n

an
ts:

n
asal

y
es

n
o

y
es

op
in

  ‘o
p

en
’

n
o

n
-n

asal
n

o
n

o
y

es
lib  ‘liv

e’

N
C

#
n

o
n

o
y

es, if C
 ≠ T

tin
k  ‘th

in
k

’

C
-d

eletio
n

 if C
 = T

sen
d

 >
 sen

C
1 C

2 #
n

o
n

o
d

eletio
n

 o
f C

2
m

u
st >

 m
u

s

(19)
G

en
eralisatio

n
 fo

r S
t. K

itts:

-
E

S
K

allo
w

s
all

ty
p

es
o

f
sy

llab
le

stru
ctu

re
w

h
ich

also
o

ccu
r

in
its

su
b

strate
lan

g
u

ag
es:

co
m

p
lex

o
n

sets
o

f
th

e
ty

p
e

[o
b

s][so
n

],
w

o
rd

-in
tern

al
N

C
-seq

u
en

ces
an

d
n

asal
co

n
so

n
an

ts
at

th
e en

d
 o

f w
o

rd
s.

-
A

p
art

fro
m

th
at,

n
o

n
-n

asal
co

n
so

n
an

ts
are

m
ain

tain
ed

in
w

o
rd

-fin
al

p
o

sitio
n

.
T

h
e

sam
e

is

tru
e

fo
r

N
C

clu
sters,

w
h

ich
are

v
ariab

ly
sim

p
lified

o
n

ly
if

th
e

fin
al

seg
m

en
t

is
a

co
ro

n
al

sto
p

(T
).

- W
o

rd
-in

tern
al C

C
-clu

sters are ty
p

ically
 sim

p
lified

 b
y

 d
eletio

n
 o

f eith
er C

1  o
r C

2  .

-
D

eletio
n

o
f

th
e

ed
g

e-m
o

st
seg

m
en

t
is

th
e

u
su

al
p

ro
ced

u
re

fo
r

in
itial

/sP
/

clu
sters

an
d

fin
al

C
C

-clu
sters.

- A
ll in

 all, E
S

K
 allo

w
s sy

llab
les o

f th
e ty

p
e (C

)(C
)V

(N
)(C

).
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(20)
B

erb
ice D

u
tch

 (B
D

)

E
astern

 Ijo
B

erb
ice D

u
tch

co
m

p
lex o

n
sets:

exam
p

les:

[o
b

s] [so
n

]
y

es
5

y
es

g
rasa   ‘g

rass’

v
ariab

le V
-ep

en
th

esis if C
2  = N

sn
orka   ‘sn

o
re’

kn
ie >

 kin
i   ‘k

n
ee’

/sP
/

n
o

y
es

stati  ‘to
w

n
’

d
eletio

n
 o

f /s/
steen

 >
 ten

  ‘sto
n

e’

in
tern

al clu
sters:

N
.C

y
es

y
es

son
d

aka    ‘S
u

n
d

ay
’

L
.C

n
o

y
es

kerki   'ch
u

rch
'

C
-d

eletio
n

 o
r m

etath
esis

v
erg

eten
 >

 fru
g E

tE
  ‘fo

rg
et’

C
1 .C

2
n

o
y

es
d

o Sti   'th
irsty

'

d
eletio

n
 o

f C
1  o

r C
2

zu
ster >

 sosro  'sister'

w
o

rd
-fin

al

co
n

so
n

an
ts:

n
asal

o
n

ly
 as

n
asalisatio

n

y
es, if [m

, n
]

n
am

  ‘n
am

e’

V
-p

arag
o

g
e if [N]

jon
g

 >
 jon

g
g

u
   ‘y

o
u

n
g

’

n
o

n
-n

asal
n

o
V

-p
arag

o
g

e
m

ok >
 m

oku
   ‘cu

p
’

V
-p

arag
o

g
e ~ m

etath
esis if L

sp
ijker >

 sp
ig

ri   'n
ail'

N
C

#
n

o
V

-p
arag

o
g

e
lam

p
 >

 lam
p

u
   ‘lam

p
’

L
N

#
n

o
V

-ep
en

th
esis

d
arm

 >
 d

aru
m

  'b
o

w
els'

C
1 C

2 #
n

o
V

-p
arag

o
g

e
v

ru
ch

t >
 fru

ktu
   ‘fru

it’  

V
-p

arag
o

g
e an

d
 C

-d
eletio

n
, m

etath
esis, o

r

V
-ep

en
th

esis

som
tijd

s >
 som

titi

‘so
m

etim
es, p

erh
ap

s’

(21)
G

en
eralisatio

n
 fo

r B
erb

ice D
u

tch
:

-
A

p
art

fro
m

[o
b

s][so
n

]-o
n

sets
an

d
in

tern
al

N
C

-clu
sters,

w
h

ich
are

p
erm

itted
in

E
astern

Ijo
,

B
D

ad
d

itio
n

ally
allo

w
s

in
itial

/sP
/-seq

u
en

ces
as

w
ell

as
in

tern
al

C
C

-clu
sters.

H
o

w
ev

er,
th

ese

stru
ctu

res are n
o

t categ
o

rically
 p

reserv
ed

, b
u

t are v
ariab

ly
 sim

p
lified

 b
y

 co
n

so
n

an
t d

eletio
n

. 

- T
h

e w
o

rd
-fin

al n
asals [m

] an
d

 [n
] are m

ain
tain

ed
. F

in
al [N] u

n
d

erg
o

es v
o

w
el p

arag
o

g
e.

-
F

o
r

w
o

rd
-fin

al
n

o
n

-n
asal

co
n

so
n

an
ts

an
d

co
n

so
n

an
t

clu
sters,

v
o

w
el

p
arag

o
g

e
is

th
e

ty
p

ical

rep
air.

M
etath

esis
is

a
p

o
ssib

le
altern

ativ
e

o
p

tio
n

w
ith

fin
al

/l/
o

r
/r/,

an
d

in
sertio

n
o

f
a

n
o

n
-

fin
al

ep
en

th
etic

v
o

w
el

is
attested

fo
r

L
N

-clu
sters.

C
o

m
b

in
atio

n
s

o
f

v
o

w
el

p
arag

o
g

e
an

d
a

seco
n

d
 rep

air m
ech

an
ism

 are attested
 in

 a sm
all n

u
m

b
er o

f w
o

rd
s w

ith
 fin

al clu
sters.

- A
ll in

 all, B
D

 sy
llab

les co
rresp

o
n

d
 to

 th
e p

attern
 (s)(C

)(C
)V

(N
).

6

5 T
h

is ty
p

e o
f o

n
set o

ccu
rs in

 Ijo
 o

n
ly

 in
 fo

rm
s co

n
tra

cted
 fro

m
 C

V
rV

 seq
u

en
ces.

6 T
h

ere a
re o

n
ly

 tw
o

 a
ttesta

tio
n

s o
f in

itia
l C

C
C

-clu
sters in

 th
e d

a
ta

: sp
rin

g
h

an
 ‘g

ra
ssh

o
p

p
er’ a

n
d

 strom
 ‘strea

m
’.
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 p
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 C
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(22)
N

eg
erh

o
llan

d
s (N

H
)

T
w

i/F
an

te
G

b
e

G
ã

N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s

co
m

p
lex o

n
sets:

exam
p

les:

[o
b

s] [so
n

]
y

es
y

es
y

es
y

es
p

lim
   ‘feath

er’

/sP
/

n
o

n
o

n
o

y
es

sten
   ‘sto

n
e’

d
eletio

n
 o

f /s/
stop

 >
 top

 ~
 stop  'sto

p
'

in
tern

al clu
sters:

N
.C

y
es

y
es

y
es

y
es

p
am

p
u

n
   ‘p

u
m

p
k

in
’

d
eletio

n
 o

f C
1  o

r C
2

g
rin

d
er >

 g
rein

er

C
1 .C

2
n

o
n

o
n

o
y

es
m

est´r   'm
aster'

d
eletio

n
 o

f C
1  o

r C
2

v
ersch

rikkelen
 >

 fosik´l

'p
o

w
erfu

l'

w
o

rd
-fin

al

co
n

so
n

an
ts:

n
asal

y
es

n
o

y
es

y
es

alen
    'o

n
ly

'

n
o

n
-n

asal
n

o
n

o
n

o
y

es
h

u
s    'h

o
u

se’

d
eletio

n
p

ass op
 >

 p
aso   'w

atch
 o

u
t'

N
C

#
n

o
n

o
n

o
y

es
h

on
t    ‘d

o
g

’

d
eletio

n
 o

f C
 

p
lan

k > p
la N   'p

lan
k

’

L
C

#
n

o
n

o
n

o
y

es
fO

lk    ‘p
erso

n
’

V
-ep

en
th

esis
w

ild
 >

 w
ilit   ‘w

ild
’

C
1 C

2 #
n

o
n

o
n

o
y

es
akt    ‘eig

h
t’

d
eletio

n
 o

f C
2

reks >
 rek    ‘rig

h
t’

V
-ep

en
th

esis
h

oog
st >

 h
og

is   'h
ig

h
est'

(23)
G

en
eralisatio

n
 fo

r N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s:

- T
h

ere is n
o

 ty
p

e o
f lex

ifier sy
llab

le stru
ctu

re th
at is b

an
n

ed
 alto

g
eth

er fro
m

 N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s.

-
V

ariab
le

d
eletio

n
ap

p
lies

to
sim

p
le

n
o

n
-n

asal
co

d
as

as
w

ell
as

m
o

st
ty

p
es

o
f

clu
sters.

O
n

ly

fin
al L

C
 sh

o
w

s a d
ifferen

t p
referen

ce w
ith

 v
o

w
el ep

en
th

esis as th
e m

ajo
rity

 o
p

tio
n

.

- A
ll in

 all, N
eg

erh
o

llan
d

s allo
w

s fo
r sy

llab
les th

at fo
llo

w
 th

e p
attern

 (s)(C
)(C

)V
(C

)(C
).
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5
.R

E
S

U
L

T
S

1.N
o

n
e o

f th
e creo

les allo
w

s o
n

ly
 u

n
m

ark
ed

 C
V

 sy
llab

les (ag
ain

st th
e sim

p
licity

 claim
).

- 
[o

b
s][so

n
]

clu
sters

are
p

erm
itted

as
o

n
sets

in
all

in
v

estig
ated

creo
les:

th
ese

are
eith

er
/sN

/

clu
sters o

r co
m

b
in

atio
n

s o
f an

 o
b

stru
en

t fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y

 a liq
u

id
 o

r g
lid

e.

- 
(C

ertain
ty

p
es

o
f)

n
asal

co
n

so
n

an
ts

are
p

erm
issab

le
in

w
o

rd
-fin

al
p

o
sitio

n
acro

ss
all

fo
u

r
creo

le

lan
g

u
ag

es.

�
 T

h
ese are p

recisely
 th

e ty
p

es o
f sy

llab
les w

h
ich

 o
ccu

r in
 th

e m
ajo

rity
 o

f su
b

strate lan
g

u
ag

es.

2.T
h

e m
ajo

rity
 o

f creo
le lan

g
u

ag
es allo

w
 m

o
re co

m
p

lex
 sy

llab
les th

an
 th

eir su
b

strates.

-
H

o
w

ev
er,

th
o

se
stru

ctu
res

w
h

ich
are

p
reserv

ed
are

n
o

t
n

ecessarily
th

e
sam

e
acro

ss
all

creo
les

in
v

estig
ated

.
F

o
r

in
stan

ce,
E

S
K

an
d

N
H

sy
stem

atically
p

reserv
e

n
o

n
-n

asal
w

o
rd

-fin
al

co
n

so
n

an
ts,

w
h

ich
are

n
o

t
p

erm
itted

in
B

D
.

B
D

,
o

n
th

e
o

th
er

h
an

d
,

retain
s

a
co

n
sid

erab
le

n
u

m
b

er
o

f
w

o
rd

-in
tern

al
n

o
n

-n
asal

clu
sters,

a
stru

ctu
re

w
h

ich
is

av
o

id
ed

in
th

e
tw

o
E

n
g

lish
-

b
ased

 creo
les.

3.D
esp

ite
stro

n
g

sim
ilarities

in
th

e
sy

llab
le

stru
ctu

re
o

f
th

e
su

b
strate

lan
g

u
ag

es,
w

e
fin

d
a

v
ariety

o
f d

ifferen
t p

attern
s ev

en
acro

ss creo
le lan

g
u

ag
es w

h
ich

 sh
are th

e sam
e lex

ifier lan
g

u
ag

e:

-
A

m
o

n
g

th
e

E
n

g
lish

-b
ased

creo
les,

E
S

K
allo

w
s

fo
r

a
co

n
sid

erab
ly

g
reater

v
ariety

o
f

sy
llab

le
ty

p
es

th
an

 th
e S

u
rin

am
ese creo

le E
S

A
.

-
O

f
th

e
tw

o
D

u
tch

-b
ased

creo
le

lan
g

u
ag

es,
N

H
is

th
e

m
o

re
lib

eral
o

n
e

w
ith

reg
ard

to
sy

llab
le

stru
ctu

re:
all

sy
llab

le
ty

p
es

fo
u

n
d

in
th

e
lex

ifier
w

o
rd

s
are

also
attested

in
N

H
,

alth
o

u
g

h
so

m
e

o
f

th
e

m
o

re
co

m
p

lex
o

n
es

u
n

d
erg

o
v

ariab
le

restru
ctu

rin
g

.
B

D
is

co
n

sid
erab

ly
m

o
re

restrictiv
e

esp
ecially

 w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 w

o
rd

-fin
al p

o
sitio

n
.
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(24)
H

o
w

 can
 th

e o
b

serv
ed

 sim
ilarities an

d
 d

ifferen
ces b

e acco
u

n
ted

 fo
r?

- 
b

o
th

 su
b

strate an
d

 su
p

erstrate p
lay

 a ro
le in

 sh
ap

in
g

 th
e creo

le g
ram

m
ar

- 
v

ary
in

g
 d

eg
rees o

f in
flu

en
ce fro

m
 su

b
strate an

d
 su

p
erstrate lan

g
u

ag
es:

a. v
ariab

ility
 w

ith
 reg

ard
 to

 th
e access th

e creo
le sp

eak
ers h

ad
 to

 th
e lex

ifier lan
g

u
ag

e:

- 
T

h
e

m
o

re
rad

ical
E

n
g

lish
-b

ased
creo

le,
E

S
A

,
w

as
rem

o
v

ed
fro

m
lex

ifier
in

flu
en

ce
early

o
n

, w
h

en
 th

e D
u

tch
 to

o
k

 o
v

er S
u

rin
am

e in
 1668. 7

b
. v

ariab
ility

 w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 th

e lin
g

u
istic co

n
stellatio

n
s am

o
n

g
 th

e slav
es

-
In

th
e

B
erb

ice
co

lo
n

y
,

th
ere

w
as

a
clear

d
o

m
in

an
ce

o
f

Ijo
-sp

eak
in

g
slav

es
in

th
e

in
itial

p
erio

d
.

S
m

ith
et

al.
(1987)

su
g

g
est

th
at

B
erb

ice
D

u
tch

d
ev

elo
p

ed
in

th
e

p
erio

d
o

f

ex
p

an
sio

n
as

a
co

m
m

o
n

lan
g

u
ag

e
am

o
n

g
th

e
Ijo

-sp
eak

in
g

slav
es

an
d

slav
es

w
ith

o
th

er

lan
g

u
ag

e b
ack

g
ro

u
n

d
s to

 th
e ex

clu
sio

n
 o

f th
e D

u
tch

 o
v

erseers an
d

 p
lan

ters.

6.C
O

N
C

L
U

S
IO

N

(25)
P

relim
in

ary
 resu

lts:

- 
C

reo
le sy

llab
le stru

ctu
re is a co

m
p

ro
m

ise b
etw

een
 su

b
strate an

d
 su

p
erstrate stru

ctu
res.

- 
T

h
e

d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t
o

f
creo

le
sy

llab
le

stru
ctu

re
ap

p
ears

to
in

clu
d

e
in

itial
tran

sfer
o

f
p

h
o

n
o

tactic

co
n

strain
ts

fro
m

th
e

su
b

strates
an

d
su

b
seq

u
en

t
ap

p
ro

x
im

atio
n

to
lex

ifier
stru

ctu
res,

th
u

s

sh
o

w
in

g
 p

arallels to
 seco

n
d

 lan
g

u
ag

e acq
u

isitio
n

.
8

 

- 
T

h
e

d
eg

ree
o

f
ap

p
ro

x
im

atio
n

to
lex

ifier
stru

ctu
res

is
stro

n
g

ly
in

flu
en

ced
b

y
th

e
k

in
d

o
f

co
n

tact,

in
p

articu
lar

th
e

av
ailab

ility
o

f
th

e
su

p
erstrate

an
d

th
e

co
n

stellatio
n

o
f

th
e

g
ro

u
p

s
o

f
sp

eak
ers

in
v

o
lv

ed
.

7 F
o

r a
 d

eta
iled

 co
m

p
a

riso
n

 a
n

d
 d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f th
e tw

o
 E

n
g

lish
-b

a
sed

 creo
le la

n
g

u
a

g
es cf. P

la
g

/
S

ch
ra

m
m

 2
0

0
6
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