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The city of Freiburg and its University 
just belong together: they have a 
common history that goes back more 
than 500 years. When the University 
was founded in 1457, it strengthened 
Freiburg’s position as a center of trade 
and commerce. And the unique flair 
of university life in Freiburg today 
has a lot to do with the medieval 
old city with its cathedral, narrow 
cobblestone streets, and the typical 
“Freiburger Bächle” (open  gutters 
set with colourful stones). Thanks to 
Freiburg’s geographical situation in the 
upper Rhine valley between the Black 
forest,  Kaiserstuhl and the Vosges as 
well as its proximity to Switzerland 
and France, there is a wide range of 
opportunities for recreational activities, 
but also for top-level research and 
teaching. Cross-border cooperation 

is supported through EUCOR, a con-
federation of universities in the upper 
Rhine valley including the Universi-
ties of Freiburg, Basel, Strasbourg, 
Mulhouse, and Karlsruhe. In Germany 
Freiburg is consistently ranked among 
the top universities. Not to mention 
its success in the fierce competition 
within the framework of the German 
Government’s Excellence Initiative 
in 2007. Today, the University of 
Freiburg is one of only nine excellence 
universities in Germany. 
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