Dear FRIAS fellows and colleagues,

Please find attached some reading material for the next session of the HUMSS colloquium on 25
November. I will be presenting research-in-progress that relates to my project “Tangible Pasts:
Literature, the Material Histories of Antiquarianism and the Global Imagination, 1720-1820”.

Here is a short abstract of my talk:

This paper presents research-in-progress on some of the ways in which cultural concepts of
history and practices of historical inquiry changed in the early eighteenth century as antiquaries
and literary writers turned their attention to the material, tangible past. During this period
unprecedented efforts were made by antiquaries to preserve, exhibit and study systematically
material artefacts and historical monuments. Meanwhile, the much improved transportation
system boosted the growth of domestic tourism. My paper explores how influential antiquarian
and literary writers, such as William Stukeley and Daniel Defoe, attempted to establish the
historical contexts of many newly discovered, material vestiges of the past by ‘emplacing’ these
artefacts. I use the term ‘emplacement’ to refer to rhetorical and pictorial practices that tethered
the historical meaning of a specific artefact to the local landscape in which it was embedded, as
well as to the distant places to which this artefact was linked in antiquarian debates. My paper
shows that for Stukeley and Defoe thinking about the past as a phenomenon that could be
conceived in spatial rather than primarily temporal terms raised a number of important questions:
How do objects ‘materialize’ different pasts and different models of history? How do processes of
locating an historical artefact — and locating this artefact vis-a-vis a subject — translate the
temporal into the spatial, or the spatial into the temporal, as one form of distance shifts into
another? How do certain literary and antiquarian practices produce — and how are they in turn
produced by — different geographical scales of historical thought?

I am attaching short excerpts and illustrations from two works by William Stukeley (1687-1765).
William Stukeley was a leading figure in literary-antiquarian debates in the first half of the
eighteenth century. He carried out pioneering fieldwork at Stonehenge and many historians refer
to him as the ‘father’ of modern archaeology. The publication of Izznerarium Curiosum (1724)
marked the rise of the literary-antiquarian genre of the ‘domestic tour’ — a compound of
travelogue, chorography and guidebook that familiarized readers with the landscape, antiquities,
and customs of their compatriots in other parts of the country. Stomebenge: A Temple Restor'd to the
Druids (1740) presents the results of Stukeley’s fieldwork at Stonehenge and suggests that
Stonehenge had been erected as a place of worship by ancient British druids.

In my talk, I will draw on Stukeley’s works to illustrate some of the central research questions
that 'm trying to answer, and I will offer my own take on the attached excerpts and drawings.
However, I am also hoping that these materials will speak to the research interests of many
current fellows and facilitate our interdisciplinary dialogue: Stukeley’s texts and drawings can be
inserted into a variety of scholarly debates that foreground, for instance, interfaces between
literature and science, cultural concepts of space and place, travel literature as a genre, antiquarian
practices like cataloguing & list-making, the classical sources of eighteenth-century
historiography, the construction of scientific and cultural authority, etc.

I am greatly looking forward to your comments and suggestions,

Katharina Boehm
katharina.boehm@frias.uni-freiburg,de
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ITINERARIUM CURIOSU M, &c.

ITER DOMESTICUM. I

I, fuge, fed poteras tutior efle domi.  Mart.

" MAURICE JOHNSO N, jun. Efy,
barifter at law of the inncr-Temple.

¥+ HE amity that long fubfifted betwcen our familys giv-
[\~ ing birth to an early acquaintance, a certain famenefs of
b difpofition, particularly a love to antient learning, ad-
\®% vancedour friendfhip into that confidence, which indu-
e B ces me to prefix your name, to this little fummary, of
WrcAs what has occurr’d to me worth mentioning in our na-
tiv country, HOLLAND, in Lincoluffiire. But
chiefly intended to provoke you to purfuc a full hiftory thercof, who
have fo large a fund of valuabl papers and colle@ions relating thercto,
and cvery qualification ncccflary for the work. That thefe memoirs of
minc are fo fhort, is becaufe fcarce more time than that of childhood I
there {pent, and when I but began to have an inclination for fuch cn-
quirys: that the reft which follow are grown to fuch a bulk as to be-
com the prefent volum, is owing to my refidence at LZondon. Great as
are the advantages of this capital, for opportunitys of ftudy, or for the
beft converfation in the world, yet I fhould think a confinement to it in-
fupportabl, and cry out with the poet,

Invideo vobis agros, formofagne prata. Virg.
I envy you your fields and paftures fair.

which engages me to make an excurfion now and then into the coun-
try; and this is properly taking a review of purc naturc. for lifc here
may be call'd only artificial, efpecially when fix'd down to it: like the gau-
dy entrys upon a theater, wherc a pompous charafter is fupported for a
little while, and then makes an exsz foon forgotten. My anceflors both
paternal and maternal having lived from times immemorial in, or upon
the edges of our marfhy level; perhaps gave me that melancholic difpo-
fition, which renders the buftlings of an ativ and fhowy life difagrec-
abl. The fair allurcments of the bufincfs of a profeflion, which have
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been in my road, cannot induce me wholly to forfake the {weet re-
cefles of contemplation, that real life, t.hzt tranquility of mind, only to be
met with in proper folitude. Where I might make the ‘moft of the pittance
of time allotted by Fate, and if poffibl doubly o'er enjoy its fleeting fpace.
T own a man is born for his country and his friends, and that he ought
to ferve them in his beft capacity, yet he confefledly claims a fhare in
himfelf; and that in my opinion is enjoying ones felf. not as the vulgar
think, in hcaping up immoderate riches, titles of honour, or in empty,ir-
rational pleafures, but in {toreing the mind with the valuabl treafures of
the knowledg of divine and human things. And this may in a very pro-
per fenfe be called the fludy of Antiquitys. .

I need not make an apology to you, for that which fome peopl of terreftrial
minds think to be a meagr and ufelefs matter ; for truly what is this {tudy
but ferching into the fountain head of all learning and truth? Some antient
philofophers have thought that knowledg is only reminifcence ; if we extend
this notion no further than as to what has been faid and done before
us, we fhall not be miftaken in afferting that the paft ages bore men of
as good parts as we: enquiry into their thoughts and aétions is learning,
and happy for us if we can improve upon them, and find out things
they did not know, by help of their own clue.  All things upon this vo-
lubl globe are bat a fucceflion, like the ftrcam of a river, the higher
you go, the purer the fluid, lefs tainted with corruptions of prejudice or
craft, with the mud and foil of ignorance. Here are the things themfelves
to {tudy upon, not words only, wherein too much of learning has con-
fifted. If we cxamin into the antiquities of nations that had no writing
among them, herc are their monuments, thefe we are to explore, to ftrike
out their latent meaning, and the more we reafon upon them, the more
reafon fhall we find to admire the vaft fize of the gigantic minds of ous
predeceflfors: the great and {imple majefty of their works, and wherein
mainly lyes the beauty and the excellence of matters of antiquity. But
morc cfpecially ’tis not without a happy omen, that the moderns have
exerted themfelves in earneft, to rake up every duft of paft times, mov'd
by the cvident advantages therefrom accruing, in the underflanding their
invaluabl writings, which have cfcap'd the common fhipwreck of time.
“Tis from this method we mult obtain an accurate intelligence of thofe
principles of lcarning and foundations of all fcience. *Tis from them
we advance our minds immediately to the {tate of manhood, and with-
out them the world scoo years old would but begin to think like a
child. Nothing more illuftrates this than looking into the comments that
were wrote upon them 200 years ago, voluminous enough, but barba-
rous, poorand impertinent, when compar’d to the folid performances of
learncd men fince, whofe heads were enrich'd with an exaé fearch into
the cuftoms, manners and monuments of the writers, Hence it is; §ha
hiflory, geography, mathematics, philofophy, the learmed profeflions,
law, divinity, our own faculty and the mufes in general, tlourith like a
frefh garden richly water'd and cultivated, weeded from. rubbifl. of lo-
gomachy and barren mufhrooms, gay with thriving and beautiful plants of
truc crudition, inoculated upon the ftocks of the ancients.

If ruminating upon antiquitics at home be commendable, travelling: an
home for that purpos can want no defence; 'tis flill coming, nearcr the
lucid fprings of twuth, The fatisfadtion of viewing realicies bis led' infinite
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numbers of its admirers, thro’ the labors and dangers of ftrange coun-
trys, thro’ ocecans, immoderate heats and colds, ocr 1:uggr:d mountains;
barren fands and defarts, favage inhabitants, and a million of perils: and
the world is filld with accounts of them. Wec cxport yearly our own
trcafures into foreign parts, by the genteel and fathionabl zonzs of France
and Iraly, and import fhip-loads of books rclating to their antiquities and
hiftory (‘tis well if we bring back nothing worfe) whilft our owi country
fics like a negle€ted province. Like untoward children we look back with
contempt upon our own mother. The antient 416:0;!, tlgc valiant Briztan,
the renowned England, big with all the bleflings of indulgent nature,
fruitful in ftrengths of gewins, in the great, the wife, the magnanimous,
the lcarned and the fair, is poftpon’d to all nations. Her immens wealth,
traffic, induftry; her flowing ftreams, her fertil plains, her delightful
clevations, pleafant profpefts, curious dntiquitys, flourithing citys; com-
modious inns, courtcous inhabitants, her temperate air, her glorious fthow
of liberty, every gift of providence that can make her the cnvy and the
defirabl miftrefs of the whole earth, is flighted and difregarded.

You, Sir, to whom I pretend not to talk in this manner, well
know that I had a defire by this prefent work, however mean, to
roufc up the fpirit of the Curious among us, to look about them and ad-
mirc their nativ furniturc: to fhow them we have raritics of domeftic
growth. What I ofter them is an account of miy journeyings hitherto, but
littlc indeed and with expedition cnough, with accuracy no more than may
be expeéted from a traveller; for truth in every particular, I can vouch
only for my own fhire, ftrangers muit owe fomewhat to informations, 1
can aflure you I endeavor’d as much as poflibl not to be decciv’d, nor to
deccive the reader. It was ever my opinion that a morc intimate knowledg
of Brittar more becomes us; is more ufcful and as worthy a part of
cducation for our young nobility and gentry as the view of any tranfma-
rin parts.  And if [ have learnt by fecing fome places, men and manners,
or have any judgment in things, 'tis not impoflibl to make a claflic journcy
on this fide the ftraits of Dover.

Thus much at leaft I thought fit to premifc in favor of the {tudy of
antiquitys. And with particular deference to the focicty of Bririfh an-
tiquarys in Londor, to whom I remembet with plcafure you firft intro-
duc’d me. Since for fome time I have had the honor of being their fecre-
tary: to them I beg leave to confecrate the following work.  To the right
honorabl the carl of Hartford the illuftrious and worthy piefident, the
right honorabl the earl of Winchilfea, Peter le Neve; cfq; Roger
Gale, cfq; the illuftrious and worthy vice-prefidents; and to the lcarned
members thereof.  Then left I fhould fall under my own cenfure pafs'd
upon others, that know lealt of things nearcit them, T fhall deliver my
thoughts about the hiftory of Holland before-mention'd, which may ferve
as a fhort comment upon the map of this country which I publifli'd laft
year, with a purpos of aflifting the gentlemen that are commiflioners of
fewers there, the' it is of fuch a bulk as cannot conveniently be mferted
into this volum.

If we caft our eyes tipon the geography of Zngland we mult obferv that
much of the eaftern fhore is flat, low groundy whilft the weftern is fteep and
rocky. This holds generally true thro’ owt the globe as to its great parts,
countrys or iflands, and likewife particularly as to its little ones, mountainy

and
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Fig. 1 William Stukeley, ‘Ruins of King Johns Palace at Clarendon’, Izinerarinm Curiosum
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Fig. 2 William Stukeley, ‘View of Blackston Cave’, Itinerarium Curiosum
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tour fills the eye in an aftonifhing manner. ‘Ta3. V. is the front profpe@ from Tan. V.

the entrance of the avenue. The ftone that leans o’er the high altar appears
thro’ the grand or principal entrance: becaufe we ftand upon lower ground. If
the reader pleafes to caft his eye uion Plate XII. there 'tis reprefented in ortho-
graphy, (to fpeak technically) as here in profpect. Hence by this method of
comparing the defigns together, we may, without confufion, gather a truc no-
tion of the work.  Stonebenge is a good deal more in diameter, than the out-
fide of St. Panls cupola. And from a comparifon of thefe two buildings, I was
able to judge of the vanity of the architet of St. Peter’s at Rome, who in or-
der to degrade the Pantheon, (whillt he was imitating it) boafted, he would
fet the Pantleon 200 foot high in the air, meaning the cupola there. But the
archite&t of the Pantheon, Valerius Offienfis ( had he been alive) would have told
him, that the vaftnefs of the diameter in thefe cupola’s is loit by the very height.
Whatever we wounld have admired, ought to be preferved as the largeft dimen-
fion. ‘Thercfore Valerius, with admirable judgment, has made the outward
breadth of the Pantlcon one fifth part compleatly longer than its height, taken
in front; but if we meafure it fidewile, taking in the portico, the breadth to
the height, is more than 6 to 4. By this means the wonder of the Punthesi,
the curve or arch 150 Roman feet in diameter, remains,  So the curve of Stoi-
Lenge, which is above 1200 Lughfh feet, appears extraordinary large and well
proportion’d, upon a height of 18 foot, which reaches to the top of the outer
cornifh; that of the inner cornithes is but 24 foot high, at 2 medinm. For
the cornithes of the inner part of Stanelenge, or that which #ebb calls the cell,
are not all of equal height, of which in proper place. Thus both pasts of the
wonder is preferv'd, the greatnefs of the circuit of the whole work, the great-
nefs and height of the parts that compofe it ; the height being one fourth of the
diameter. The greatnefs too of the lights and fhades in Stonchenge, as weil as
their varicty arifing from a circular form, gives it all pofiible advantage, and
makes it deferve the appcllation of,

Deorum gloriofa domus,

as Theocritus and Hercdotus generally call temples,  And its fitnation is corre-
fpondent to the antient notion, Pawfanias praifes the Tanagrei in Beotia, for
having their temples in clean and diftin¢t arca’s, diftant from profanc buildings
and troffic.

Stonchenge is inclofed within a circular ditch.  After one has pafs'd this ditch,
fays the right reverend annotator to Camden, he afcends 3§ yards before he
comes at the work itfclf, This meafure is the fame, as that which ##7) calls
110 foot, the diameter of the work. For the arca inclos'd by a ditch, wherein
Stonchenge is fituate, is in diameter three times the diamcter of Stouebenge.
Sce the Plate of the area. XXIII.  Thercfore the diftance between the verge
of the ditch within fide, quite round, to the work of the Temple, is cqual 10
the diameter of the Temple. 'The reader remembers what I promis'd, about
the fcale or meafure whereby this work and all others of the Druids, is form'd;
that ’tis the old Hebrew, Pbanician or Egyptian Cubit, which compar'd with
the Englifh foot, amounts to 20 inches and ¢ Thercfore I have drawn  the
enfuing comparifon and proportion, betwceen our Fnglifh and Hebrew Scale;
which is to accompany us in the future defeription. Tan, VI the feale of
cubits and feet compar’d.  That T might not be fufpeéted to favour an hypo-
thefis, I produce other peoples meafures, where I can find them in print, pro-
vided they be done with tolerable judgment and accuracy; for both are necef-
fary in our cafe, with proper allowance. Tis not to be fuppos'd, that in this
work, the minutenefs and extreme curiofity of Defgoderzz, with which he mea-
fir'd the remains of old Rome, is expected, or cven poflible. For tho' the
ftones are not chizel'd and fquar'd, to fuch precifencfs, as Roman works arc;

yet they arc chizel'd, and arc far from rude. Neverthelefs every body hnil?ﬁt
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STONEHENGE

fkill, properly to meafure them. For they are much impair'd by weather:
much is knock'd off by wretched hands. Thofe ftones that ftand, are luxated
various ways, by time and their own weight; by filly people digging about
them, and by the unfortunate colony of rabbets lately tranflated thither. So
that we may well fay with Claudian,

Seram ponderibus pronis traélura ruinam,
Pars cadit affiduo flatu, pars imbre pereja
Rumpitur, abripuit partem vitigla vetuftas.

I was forc'd to make many admeafurements and repeated, before I could ob-
tain an exact ground-plot ; and it requir'd much confideration to do it, and to
find out the true fcale by which it was compos'd, the Druid cubit, which they
brought with them from the caft. Therefore by the annexed fcales, Tas. VI
which I have contrivid to anfwer all lengths, the reader will moft perfectly un-
derftand the fubfequent defcription, and fee the truth of my affertion : and may
from thence be enabled to meafure any other like works, in onr iflands, which
I have not had the opportunity of viewing. It was the eaftern way, in laying
out a building, to ufe a ftaff of 6 cubits long. This was of a convenient, ma-
nageable length; and its divifions being halt a dozen, fuited well a reckoning
by duodenaries, Thus in Ezek.x1. 3, 5. Apee. xxi. 16. the angel that laid out
the temple of Solomon, is deferibed, as having a reed of 6 cubits (a meafuring
reed or cane) in his hand. This being the univerfal and firft meafure of an-
tiquity, was in time fpread all over the world. In particular, it became the
decempedum of the Greeks and Romans ; the common meafuring ftandard. But
‘tis remarkable, they alter'd the divifions, thinking it more artful and conveni-
ent to have them in lefs parts: and inftead of 6 cubits, they made it confift of
10 feet.  And by time and change, the whole meafure became fomewhat al-
ter’d from the primitive.  For the Greek decempedum was fwell’d fomewhat too
long, as the Romans diminifh’d theirs a little.  Ezeliel's reed is our 10 foot
and 4 inches } ; 400 cubits is the fadium of the ancients, or farlong, 700 feet.
When you enter the building, whether on foot or horfeback and caft your
eyes around, upon the yawning ruins, you are ftruck into an exftatic reverze,
which none can deferibe, and they only can be fenfible of, that feel it. Other
buildings fall by piece meal, but here a fingle ftone is a ruin, and lies like the
haughty carcafe of Goliath. Yetthere is as much of it undemolithed, as en-
ables us fufficiently to recover its form, when it wasin its moft perfect ftate.
There is enough of every part to preferve the idea of the whole. The next
Plate, Tan. VIL the peep (as I call it) into the fanétum fanéforum, is drawn,
at the very entrance, and asa view intotheinfide.  When we advance further,
the dark part of the ponderous impofls over our heads, the chafm of fky
between the jambs of the cell, the odd conftruction of the whole, and the
greatnefs of every part, furprizes. 'We may well cry out in the poct’s words

Tantum Relligio poturt !

if you look upon the perfect part, you fancy intire quarrics mounted up into
the air: if upon the rude havock below, you fee as it were the bowels of a
mountain turn'd infidc outwards. It is pleafant likewife to confider the fpot
upon which ’tis fituate, and to take a circular view of the country around it.
For which purpofe I have fketch'd the following profpedls, taking in the
country almoft round the circumference of the horizon. This Ule there
will be in them farther ; if ever it happen, that this noble work thould be de-
ftroy'd: the fpot of it may be found, by thefe views.

Tan. VIIL north profpect from Stonehenge.

Tas. IX. fouth-weft profpe@ from Stonclenge.

Tas, X. fouth-caft profpect from Stonelbenge.

The
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The vallum of the ditch which inclofes the area, or court, isinwards, and
makes a circular terras ; walking upon which, we take the foregoing profpects.
The loweft part of the area is towards the entrance. The tops of all the i
cumjacent hills, or rather cafy elevations, are cover'd o're, as it were, with b
rows, which caufe an agreeable appearance ; adorning the bare downs with
their figures. And this ring of barrows reaches no further, than till you loie
fightof the temple, or thereabouts.  Stand at the grand entrance by the fione
that lies upon the ground, and the view of the temple prefents itfelf as in the
Vth Plate, the front profpect of Stonehenge. Direétly down the avenue, Tue v
to the north-eaft, the apex of an hill terminates the horizon, between .
which and the bottom of a valley you fee the Cuzfits, a work which has never
yet been taken notice of. Being a fpace of ground included between two long
banks going parallel caft and weft, at 350 foot diftance, the length 10000 fect.
This was defign’d for the horfe races and games, like the Odympic, the Iftlmiz,
&c. of the Greeks. But we fhall fpeak more particularly of this afterwards.
In the valiey on this fide of it, the ftrait part of the avenue terminates in two
branches; that on the left hand, leads to the Curfus; that on the right goes di-
recly up the hill, between two famous groups of barrows, each confifting of
even in number. The fartheft, or thole northward, I call the cldelt king’s
barrows; the hithermoft are vulgarly called the feven king's graves. -

If we walk a little to the left hand, Tas. VIIL is prefented. Sce the Tar. VIIL
northern long barrow : on this fide of which, the eye takes in the whoic
length of the Cur/us. Many barrows at the end and on both fides of it.  That
mark’d P, was open’d by my Lord Pembroke, thofe mark'd S. were open’d by
myfelf. What was difcover'd therein will be treated of hereafter.  TFurther to
the weft, the higheft ground of that fpot whereon Stonchenge ftands, cclipfes
a diftant view, and zhere are the ncare(i barrows planted with rabbets, which
do much damage too at Stonebenge, and threaten no lefs than the ruin of the
whole. Upon the vallum of Stonehenge is one of the flones there, which
feems to be a fmall altar, for fome kind of libations, and at the letter A. the
mark of a cavity ; of which more particularly, in the next page. The next
or fouth-weft profpe, Tas. IX. from Stonehenge, takes in the country from Tas. IX.
Berwickbarn, and my Lord Pembroke's wood of Groveley, to Salifbury fteeple:
a chain of barrows reaching a 6th part of the whole horizon. Many from
the great quantity of thefe fepulchral fumuli here, injudicioufly conclude,
that there (Lavc been great battels upon the plain, and that the flain were
bury'd there. But they are really no other than family burying-places, fet
near this temple, for the fame reafon as we bury in church-yards and confecra-
ted ground. Salifbury fteeple feen from hence, brings to my forrowful re-
membrance, the great Thomas Earl of Pembroke, whofe noble afhes are there
depofited. He was patron of my ftudies, particularly thofe relating to Stome-
henge. Virtue, piety, magnanimity, learning, generofity, all fublime qualities
recommended and added to his illuftrious defcent.  Glorious it will be for me,
if thefe pages live to teftify to another age, the intimacy he was pleafed to

honour me with,

quis talia fands
Temperet a lachrymis————1

In this Plate, the reader may remark another of the cavities within the vallum,
to which that correfponds on the oppofite diameter before hinted at.

The fouth-caft profpedt finithes the circle, TaB. X. looking towards the Tan. X.
valley fouthward, where the rain-water pafles, from the whole work of Stone- .
henge, the whole tract of the Curfis and the country beyond it, as far as north
long barrow; and fo is convey'd into the river Avon at Late. That road be-
tween king barrow and the feven barro;svs is the way toVefpafian’s camp and fo

to



