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Claims and evidence for Englishes as stress-timed and as syllable
timed varieties;

Introduction to present research, an examination of:
- How Englishes resolve hiatus;

- How they treat unstressed vowels in function words
-  How they treat article allomorphy

Evidence that these may all be related in variation patterns in
English

Suggestions about acquisition, contact and the status of Englishes
from a prosodic typological perspective

31.03.2010



Evidence for stress and syllable timing in
English.
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Claims of syllable timing in varieties of English :
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Singaporean English (Tay 1982, Tongue 1974, Low, Grabe and Nolan 2000,
Deterding 2001, Wee 2004)

Nigerian English (Bamgbose 1982, Udofot 2003)

Jamaican English (Thomas and Carter 2006)

Earlier African American English (Thomas and Carter 2006)
Chicano English (Fought and Fought 2002)

Hong Kong English (Setter 2003)

Filipino English (Gonzales and Alberca 1978, Wells 1982, Tayao 2004)
Hawaiian English (Wells 1982)

Indian English (Bansal 1990, Gargesh 2004)

Black South African English (Lanham 1990, Wissing et al 2000)
Malaysian English (Platt and Weber 1980, Baskaran 2004)
Taiwan English (Jian 2004)
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Claims of syllable timing in varieties of English :
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Thomas and Carter (2006) ;
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Claims of syllable timing in varieties of English :
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Claims of syllable timing in varieties of English :
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East Anglian English :
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Our research...

UNIVERSITAT

> Collaborators: Sue Fox (Queen Mary, London); Siria Guzzo
(L’Orientale, Naples); Christian Uffmann (Sussex)...

> Examination of language variation in South East of England, in
three very different communities:

— Wisbech English (East Anglian variety);

— Tower Hamlets English (Anglo and Bangladeshi
Englishes of East London);

— Bedford Italian English (originally 3" generation, later
15t & 2"d too)
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Locations
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Hiatus resolution

In non-rhotic accents, linking and intrusive /r/

Inserted after morpheme-final prevocalic non-high vowels
that are final due to loss of rhoticity (linking /r/):

i) cider bottle /saids bott/
i) cider apple /sarda 1 &pt/

as well as those morpheme-final prevocalic non-high vowels
that aren’t due to the loss of rhoticity (intrusive /r/):

iii) vodka bottle Ivodka bott/
iv) vodka and tonic  /vbdka 1 an tbnik/
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Hiatus resolution ;
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Hiatus resolution ;
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Wisbech results

OF

>

TO

>

YOU

VH#HV

>
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Before consonant:
Before vowel:
Before consonant:
Before vowel:
Before consonant:
Before vowel:

9]

2V -bV]
3]

tu]

3]

Ju]

Where first vowel is front and high: [j]
Where first vowel is back and high: [w]
Where first vowel is non-high: [r]

Indefinite article: Use of ‘an’ before vowels
Definite article: Use of /0i/ before vowels

100%
100%
100%
100%
95.2%
100%
100%
100%
95.6%

100%
92%
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Tower Hamlets (Bangladeshi)

OF

>

TO

>

YOU

VH#HV

>

Before consonant: 9]
Before vowel: 9V —bV]
Before consonant: 19]
Before vowel: tu]

Before consonant:  []9]

Before vowel: ju]

Where first vowel is front and high: [j]
Where first vowel is back and high: [w]
Where first vowel is non-high: [r]

Indefinite article: Use of ‘an’ before vowels
Definite article: Use of /0i/ before vowels

31.03.2010

39%
100%
27%
100%
15%
100%
62%
85%
55%
23%
19%
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Tower Hamlets (Bangladeshi)

Prefer full forms of function words, even before
consonants

Competing with /r w jl as V#V hiatus resolver is /?/ -
glottal stop...

Avoid use of article allomorphy, preferring ‘a’ and /83/
regardless of following sound, and use glottal stop to
resolve hiatus

31.03.2010
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Tower Hamlets (Anglo boys)

OF Before consonant: 9]
> Before vowel: 9V — bV]
TO  Before consonant: 9]
> Before vowel: tu]
YOU Before consonant:  []9]
Before vowel: ju]
VH#V  Where first vowel is front and high: [j]
> Where first vowel is back and high: [w]

Where first vowel is non-high: [r]
Indefinite article: Use of ‘an’ before vowels
Definite article: Use of /0i/ before vowels
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94%
100%
98%
100%

88%
100%

96%

100%

94%

26%

36%
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3d generation Bedford Italian English

OF Before consonant: 9]
> Before vowel: 9V — bV]
TO  Before consonant: t9]
> Before vowel: tu]
YOU Before consonant:  []9]
Before vowel: ju]
VH#V  Where first vowel is front and high: [j]
> Where first vowel is back and high: [w]

Where first vowel is non-high: [r]
Indefinite article: Use of ‘an’ before vowels
Definite article: Use of /0i/ before vowels

31.03.2010
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100%
100%
79%
95%
28%
100%
62%
86%
60%
54%
40%
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3d generation Bedford Italian English
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Shift towards full forms of function words, even before
consonants

Competing with /r w jl as V&#V hiatus resolver is /7/ -
glottal stop...

Avoid use of article allomorphy, preferring ‘a’ and /03/

regardless of following sound, and use glottal stop to
resolve hiatus

31.03.2010
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Comments 1:
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Hiatus breaking /j w/ acquired first (already present at 2;4),
and used >40% at age 2, and >80% from 3-7 years

Hiatus breaking /r/ is acquired later (first instances at 2;11)
and although reaching high levels beyond 3, never
exceeds the levels of /j w/.

Article allomorphy is acquired latest. It doesn’t reach 80%
until aged 6; at aged 3 it is around 30%, and indefinite
article allomorphy lags slightly behind definite.

Before they acquire these forms, children use......... [7]
(Newton and Wells 1999, 2002)
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Comments 2
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The use of glottal stop as a hiatus breaker instead of
the complex traditional British system is also found...

....in the New Englishes that are often said to have
syllable timing (Britain and Fox 2007)

....and in New Zealand English, more among Maori NZE
speakers than European Nzers (Bauer 1994, Bauer
and Warren 2004)
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Comments 3
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The use of unreduced vowels in function words is also
found...

...in the New Englishes that are often said to have
syllable timing (Britain and Fox 2007)

....and in New Zealand English, more among Maori NZE
speakers than European Nzers (Bauer 1994, Holmes
and Ainsworth 1996, 1997)
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Comments 4
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Is this just a matter of transfer effects from the
language(s) in contact with English where the new
English formed? Are syllable timing, glottal stop
hiatus resolution and non-reduced function word
vowels contact ‘angloversals’?

Possibly, BUT...

When we looked at 2" generation Italians in Bedford,
we found...

31.03.2010
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2"d Generation Bedford Italian English

OF Before consonant: 9]
> Before vowel: 9V — bV]
TO  Before consonant: t9]
> Before vowel: tu]
YOU Before consonant:  []9]
Before vowel: ju]
VH#V  Where first vowel is front and high: [j]
> Where first vowel is back and high: [w]

Where first vowel is non-high: [r]
Indefinite article: Use of ‘an’ before vowels
Definite article: Use of /0i/ before vowels
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100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

77%
100%

90%
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Comments 5: Christian Uffmann (pc)
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